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TUSCANY & UMBRIA DESTINATION GUIDE

Tuscany is a region in central Italy. Its capital, Florence, is home to some of the world’s most recognizable
Renaissance art and architecture, including Michelangelo’s “David” statue, Botticelli’s works and the
Duomo basilica. Its diverse natural landscape encompasses the rugged Apennine Mountains, the
island of Elbaís beaches on the Tyrrhenian Sea and Chiantiís olive groves and vineyards.
Bordering Tuscany is the region of Umbria. Often called the country’s green heart, it’s known for its
medieval hill towns, dense forests and local cuisine, particularly foraged truffles and wines.
What WIMCO Can Do For You
From our headquarters in the US, we are in constant communication with our team members and associates
in Tuscany and Umbria, ensuring that we have the kind of local knowledge, insights and contacts required
to create a memorable vacation for you.
Once you book a villa or hotel with us, WIMCO’s Concierge Services team jumps into action - booking
your international and local flights, setting-up airport arrivals service and rental cars, pre-stocking your
villa with groceries or arranging private chef service, making restaurant reservations, recommending
local sights and activities and so much more. You are in good hands.
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Restaurants & Dining
Throughout Italy’s history, more than anywhere else in the world, the emotions and rituals associated with food and
wine are integral to the country’s traditions and customs and are part of the Italian way of life. Most Italian meals
consist of primo (pasta or rice), secondo (meat or fish), and contorno (vegetables or salad).

Tuscany
From the much-loved towns of Lucca and San Gimignano, to the renowned cities of Siena and Florence and the
rolling hills of Chianti, here lies some of the best cuisine in the world. Enjoy relaxing lunches in charming trattorias
featuring well-known specialties, or in small cafés where the menu is handwritten and no one even speaks English.
SAN GIMIGNANO
Trattoria Chiribiri, in the town center, for the osso bucca ~ a delicious lamb shank served in a light
broth covered with fresh peas.
LUCCA
Ristorante Puccini for the Food Fantasia, a fixed three-course meal ~ seafood mousse, followed by a
plate of raw shrimp, then sea bass baked whole surrounded by artichokes and tomatoes and drizzled
with olive oil.
FLORENCE
Villa San Michele, overlooking the city of Florence, for a relaxing al fresco lunch of Parma ham with
melon, fresh salad and grilled chicken with rosemary.
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Umbria
Wonderful spots to eat lie around every corner of this delicious region. Arrive in ancient stone-walled
towns, scurry under lichen-covered arches and up the hills to join small groups of locals outside
cute trattorias. Point at the menu and smile–you’ll end up with a carafe of robust local wine and a
delicious meal of homemade pappardelle pasta covered, of course, with truffles. The pungent, earthy
scent of truffles follows you everywhere in Umbria. Simple meals feature fresh, local produce and
pasta prepared with herbs and olive oil, accompanied by a jug of local wine.
GUBBIO
Taverna del Lupo, for the antipasto of bruschetta topped with
truffles and olive oil, a primi of penne covered with deep red
tomatoes, and a secondi of sliced duck and simple roast pork
with rosemary.
UMBERTIDE
Adamo Ristorante, located on a farm that serves the farm’s
own products, for the grilled artichokes served with olive
oil and spices and pasta with truffles, all accompanied with
coordinating wines and followed by dolce and espresso.
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Wine Tours & Vineyards

Tuscany
One of our favorite things to do in Tuscany is tour the exceptional Tuscan wineries. Some of our favorites include
Antinori Chianti Classico, Castello di Ama, and Castella di Nipozzano. Enjoy a private tour of the vast valleys of
vineyards, while tasting their specialty aged wine.
MONTALCINO
A wine connoisseur’s dream come true, Montalcino is home to famous Brunello red wine and Rosso di Montalcino.
A small village punctuated by one enoteca after another, it also is a source of extra-virgin olive oil.
MONTEFIORALLE WINERY
Views from this winery are picture-book Tuscany: rolling hills and endless vineyards. Here, you’ll find an array of
classic Italian Chianti reds. Owners of the vineyard known for their hospitality. Be prepared to order a case of wine
after your visit!
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Umbria
One of the great Umbrian diversions is visiting vineyards. There are three main wine-tasting areas in the region.
Montefalco is close to Assisi. Montefalco Sagrantine is a distinctive red wine, as are the other Montefalco reds. In
Torgiano (near Perugia), the Lungarotti vineyards where the legendary Torgiano Rosso Riserva is produced are the
main game in town. The Torgiano Wine Museum is definitely worth a stop.
In Orvieto, sample some of the best the area has to offer in an old convent at Enoteca Regionale, and tour the wine
cellars at the same time. Barberani, Tenuta Le Velette, Cooperative Vitivinicola, Decugnano di Cobara, Castello della
Sala, and Pallazone are some of the local vineyards open to the public. Andar per Vigne lists vineyards and phone
numbers, so pick one up if you’re interested in booking a reservation.
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Popular Events

Tuscany
AREZZO WAVE
In July, the Arezzo Wave is a week long music festival including 11 stages and 120 acts in previous years. It is a
showcase for many of the best blues and rock musicians in Europe.
IL PALIO
The annual Il Palio festival is held on both July 2nd and August 16th. It is a classic medieval bareback horse race
held in the main square of Siena, with 10 neighborhoods of Siena competing. The teams have century old rivalries
which results in all sorts of jostling and maneuvering come the main event. Be sure to show up early to catch the
parades, costumes, flags before the race itself.
THE PUCCINI OPERA FESTIVAL
Lovers of the opera and classical music in general consider Giacomo Puccini among the most revered composers
of the 20th century. The Puccini Opera Festival held in Lucca every summer has showcased some of the greatest
operatic luminaries - including names such as Luciano Pavarotti, Placido Domingo and José Carreras.
CHIANTI GRAPE HARVEST SEASON
From your autumn villa in Chianti Tuscany you can visit a local agriturismo and partake in an actual grape harvest
on a working farm. Or, if your penchant is more along the lines of pageantry and consumption, join one of the
great seasonal wine festivals, or sagre, held throughout Tuscany in places like Greve, Livorno, Pisa, Arezzo, Siena,
Florence, Rassegna del Chianti Classico, Rufina and particularly Impruneta.
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Umbria
UMBRIA JAZZ FESTIVAL- JULY 12-21
In July, Perugia hosts one of the world’s largest and most important jazz festivals is held each year. This festival has
ten day of great jazz music; with past performances by legends such as B.B. King and Miles Davis.
ASSOCIAZIONE FESTIVAL DEI DUE MONDI (FESTIVAL OF TWO WORLDS)
Three weeks during June and July of the performing arts including opera, ballet, theater and music in the medieval
hill town of Spoleto. www.spoletofestival.it
FUGA DEL BOVE
On the 3rd Sunday of August, the village of Montefalco hosts its own version of the running of the bulls. In this town’s
version each neighborhood is given a bull and the neighbor hoods race the bulls though the city, using whatever
mean necessary to get the bull to run across the finish line first.
TRUFFLE HARVEST
Getting involved in the truffle harvest can range from taking part in an actual truffle hunt with an expert and his
dogs, to visiting a full-up festival where truffles of every variety are featured along with spreads of wonderfully
prepared local food, to enjoying the delicacy on your own over a quiet meal at home. Truffles are celebrated
not only in Umbria but also in Piedmont at Alba, in Le Marche at Acqualagna and in Tuscany at San Miniato.
Umbrian truffle centers during the months of October and November include Norcia, Città di Castello, Apecchio
and Gubbio, to mention but four.
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Our Favorite Places

Tuscany
Tuscany abounds with villages and cities that will delight any curious traveler. Here’s a quick overview of
our staff’s favorite places. Experience the different sides of Tuscany.
FLORENCE
Literally and figuratively, the cultural heart of Tuscany. View works by Renaissance masters at the Uffizi, see
the majesty of Michelangelo’s David up close at the Galleria dell’Accademia, walk across the Arno River
to the Pitti Palace in Oltrarno, shop bargains and boutiques at the San Lorenzo market.
SIENA
Make your way through narrow, winding streets to the Piazza del Campo in the center of the city, where every
July 2 and August 16 the thrilling bareback horse race and urban festival known as Il Palio delle Contrade is
staged. Outdoor cafés and eclectic high-end shopping abound in this lively, academic town.
SAN CASCIANO DEI BAGNI
A traditional Tuscan town with winding streets that lead to the hilltop tower. This quaint hillside town is
home to the Fonteverde spa, renowned for relaxation and the healing properties of its water.
SAN GIMIGNANO
Well known for the thirteen dramatic towers that dominate its medieval skyline, the town is a magnet for
local painters and craftsmen, and filled with works of art, good shops and great restaurants. This walled
hilltop village was recognized as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1990.
LUCCA
See why the elegant walled city has become a mecca for lovers of classical music. Experience the Festival
of Sacred Music springing from every church in town from April to June; in September, enjoy the opera,
including works created by celebrated hometown composer, Puccini.
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Umbria
Umbria has somehow always been over-shadowed by its neighboring state of Tuscany. Yet, seasoned
travelers know that the rolling hills of Umbria and villages such as Assisi, Pegugia, Todi and Spoleto reward
the adventurous soul who explores them.
ASSISI
A beautiful medieval town that rises majestically from the lower slopes of Monte Subasio. Walk cobblestone
streets lined with quaint stone houses clad in window boxes bright with geraniums. See the incomparable
Basilica di San Francesco where St. Francis is entombed, featuring frescoes by Pietro Lorenzetti and Giotto.
SPOLETO
It is refined and lovely, an archetypal medieval Umbrian hill town. Visit the magnificent Duomo here with
frescoes by Fra Filippo Lippi, and walk the Ponte delle Torri spanning a deep gorge and built on the foundations
of an ancient Roman aqueduct. The Festival dei Due Mondi is an annual Spoleto summertime event.
DERUTA
A short drive from Perugia is the town of Deruta. If you are into the colorful ceramics for which Umbria is
famous, you’ll find the widest selection of Majolica glazed pottery right here in this charming town-and at
the best price.
ORVIETO
A hilltop town embedded in rock on a 300-meter plateau above miles of vineyards, it evokes stony splendor.
The Duomo here is among the most magnificent of Italy’s Romanesque-Gothic cathedrals.
PERUGIA
The cosmopolitan hub of Umbria. High fashion, art galleries, archaeological museums and youthful nightlife
reign here. Don’t miss the internationally acclaimed Umbria Jazz Festival held in Perugia every July.
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Exploring Historic Towns

Tuscany
Among its vine-draped rolling hills, spire-straight cypress trees, and creamy clay colored villas, are
ancient historic towns that invite you to retrace the footsteps of history. Visit art museums housing
Renaissance masterpieces, grandiose medieval churches and walk through breathtaking Roman ruins.
PITIGLIANO
Located in the far southern reaches of Tuscany, Pitigliano is a visually spectacular town built into
rocky cliffs that rise from a grassy gorge. There is a small Jewish ghetto here that came to be known
as “Little Jerusalem” following its creation in the 17th century.
SIENA CATHEDRAL
This magnificent Roman Catholic church stands out among the city’s outdoor cafés and eclectic highend shopping. Step inside to experience to 11th century Italy.
ACCEDEMIA GALLERY, FLORENCE
This museum gallery holds the famous Statue of David and many other sculptures by Michelangelo, as
well as a large collection of paintings by Florentine artists from the Trecento to the Late Renaissance.
MASSA CARRARA
The epicenter of some 300 marble quarries dating back to Roman times, Carrara is heralded around
the world for the quality of its immaculate white stone, treasured by artisans and sculptors.
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Umbria
From touring centuries old museums, to wine tastings in ancient cellars, to exploring hill towns on
foot, and refreshing oneself in a cozy café, Umbria has a lot to offer. Your WIMCO Villa Specialist
can recommend things to do in Umbria, then and make the reservations for you.
GUBBIO
Older than Rome, with archaeological remains dating back as far as 300 B.C., it is plied by wonderful
twisting streets and alleyways - a model Umbrian town in the foot hills of the Apennines. Lording over
it is the impressive Palazzo dei Consoli.
TODI
It appears as if cradled between two hills above the Tiber valley, a visually stunning location, and
retains every flavorful realm of its historic past - Etruscan, Roman and medieval. The Piazza del
Popolo is the center of town, featuring a lovely Duomo.
MONTEFALCO
Narrow streets and a rich medieval past describe this small village named for its location high up a hill
in the Vale of Spoleto (hence Montefalco, or Falcon’s Mount). Don’t miss the frescoed Museo Civico.
ORVIETO
A hilltop town embedded in rock on a 300-meter plateau above miles of vineyards, it evokes stony
splendor. The Duomo here is among the most magnificent of Italy’s Romanesque-Gothic cathedrals.
PERUGIA
The cosmopolitan hub of Umbria. High fashion, art galleries, archaeological museums and youthful
nightlife reign here. Don’t miss the internationally acclaimed Umbria Jazz Festival held every July.
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Getting Around Tuscany

Aeroporto di Firenze/
Florence, Tuscany

Galileo Galilei International Airport/
Pisa, Tuscany

Getting To Destinations In Tuscany
FLY INTO PISA (PSA): Galileo Galilei International Airport
Driving distances from Pisa to:
-

Lucca
Florence
Grosseto
Siena

30km, 1/2 hour
101km, 1.5 hours
157km, 1.7 hours
164km, 2 hours

FLY INTO FLORENCE (FLR): Aeroporto di Firenze
Driving distances from Florence:
-

Lucca
Siena
Pisa
Grosseto

76km, 1 hour
77km, 1 hour
102km, 1.3 hours
148km, 2.2 hour
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Getting Around Umbria

Perugia Airport Sant’Egidio/
Perugia, Umbria

Getting To Destinations In Umbria
FLY INTO ROME (FCO): Fiumicino Airport (Leonardo da Vinci Aeroport)
Driving distances from Rome to:
-

Todi
Spoleto
Perugia
Umbertide

144km,
141km,
183km,
211km,

1.5 hours
2 hours
2.1 hours
2.5 hours

FLY INTO LONDON, THEN TO PERUGIA (PEG): Perugia Airport Sant’Egidio
Driving distances from Perugia:
-

Umbertide
Todi
Spoleto
Orvieto

33km,
42km,
64km,
77km,

1/2 hour
1/2 hour
1 hour
1.3 hours
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