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DESTINATION GUIDE: CÔTE D’AZUR
Discover what makes this a beloved destination for so many.

Stretching along the south east coast line of France, this balmy, temperate region is drenched in cultural history,
where traditions still exist from generations past. Take in the old world glamour and jet-set style of Cannes and
Monaco, as well as the glorious beaches and cobblestoned villages where colorful fishing boats elbow up to
mega yachts and sailboats from around the world.
What WIMCO Can Do For You
From our headquarters in the US, we are in constant communication with our team members and associates
in Côte d’Azur, ensuring that we have the kind of local knowledge, insights and contacts required to create
a memorable vacation for you.
Once you book a villa or hotel with us, WIMCO’s Concierge Services team jumps into action - booking
your international and local flights, setting-up airport arrivals service and rental cars, pre-stocking your
villa with groceries or arranging private chef service, making restaurant reservations, recommending
local sights and activities and so much more. You are in good hands.
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Explore Côte d’Azur
The Côte d’Azur is a lovely region to explore. Take in the sunshine and the beautiful coast while you
visit historic coastal resorts such as Nice, Saint-Tropez and Cannes, and discover the many lesser
known gems along the way.

ST. TROPEZ
Dating back to its days as a small fishing port in the 1400s, Saint-Tropez has grown to be a popular
city full of many sights to see.
•

Citadel of St. Tropez - This fortified castle built in the 16th century, has kept guard over the town
through many battles. Enjoy the amazing views over the city, and local maritime museum.

•

Le Musee de l’Annonciade - This musuem is home to an impressive collection of fine Impressionist
art by Monet, Renoir and Degas.

•

Marina Port Harbor - Choose from the many cafes facing the sea for a relaxed drink while
watching the sunset or taking in the beautiful architecture and people-watching.

•

Chapelle Sainte-Anne - Built in 1618, this small chapel is worth a visit for the panorama of St
Tropez and its absolute peace and quiet - a great place to reflect.
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NICE
Located on the shores of the Baie des Anges, Nice is capital of the Alpes-Maritimes department on
the French Riviera. Founded by the Greeks, it later became a retreat for 19th-century European elite,
and a long-time attraction for artists.
•

Promenade des Anglais - There are seaside walks, and then there’s the Promenade des Anglais.
Stretching for 7km, you’ll pass between the sparkling Mediterranean Sea and 19th century palaces.

•

Nice Cathedral - This cathedral was built in the 17th century with a lavish baroque design,
composed of ten highly ornate chapels with sculptures, paintings and gilding.

•

Place Masséna - located in the oldest part of the city. Glaciers, crêperies and cafes all flow onto
the squares, which are often lively until the early hours.

MENTON
The town of Menton is the last rail stop on the Côte d’Azur before you get to Italy, and is well worth
visiting. You’ll find Belle Epoque villas, beaches, gardens nestled into a steep twisty old town. There’s
a scenic port and some fine restaurants, including Petit Port and Mirazur.
VALBONNE
The old town in Valbonne is based around the ‘Place des Arcades’, which is a pretty square with cafes
and a few shops. Arcades are the stone sheltered arched areas around the edge of the square that
once provided shelter to merchants. The various cafes more or less fill the square completely giving
it a lovely atmosphere - you will find you spend much more time in the centre of Valbonne than you
expect!
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Markets
Open-air markets in France are nearly always held in the mornings, starting from 7am or 8am
and going on until noon or 1pm when the traders pack away their stalls and retire to the nearest
restaurant for lunch.
ST TROPEZ
On Tuesdays and Saturdays from 8am-1pm, find fresh produce on the Place des Lices. There’s also a
good antiques market to pick up posh luggage, fabrics and furniture.
CANNES
There are three main covered food markets in Cannes, at Forville (rue Gazagnaire near the bus
station), Gambetta (place Gambetta) and La Bocca. Small stalls offer flowers, fish, fruit, vegetables
plus dairy products, chicken, ducks, herbs and spices. The shops in the market offer everything you
need, plus cafés and bars. Open daily except Mondays in the winter, from 7am to 1pm.
ANTIBES
At the heart of the old town, the famous historic covered food market in Cours Massena offers a wonderful
mix of fresh food and vegetables, cheeses, olives and olive oil products, charcuterie and more. Runs daily
June 1st to September 1st; in the other months it’s daily except for Mondays, 6am-1pm.
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Dining Highlights
CANNES
At Table 22, you’ll find delicious Provencal-inspired dishes like risotto with veal sauce and roasted rack of
lamb. The locals love Le Bistrot Gourmand, just steps from Cannes’ Marché Forville, the city’s covered food
market. Not really a restaurant but not to be missed is Fromagerie Ceneri, in business since 1968. Pick up
a cheese or two for a beach picnic and some extra to bring home.
NICE
Sample some etits farcis (ground beef and rice-stuffed vegetables), pissaladière (a pizza-like onion tart)
and daube (meat stew) at a street stand in the Old Town called Lou Pilha Leva. For the best socce (also
known as farinata) most locals agree on Chez Pipo. Try Chez Palmyre, an intimate bistro with a daily
changing menu based around regional recipes. Packed weeks in advance, you’ll want to call ahead to
ensure you’ll have a table.
ST TROPEZ
L’Auberge des Maures is a firm locals favorite. This beautiful old Provençal house is the oldest restaurant in
town, renowned for its beef, lamb, duck, fish and seafood. A few minutes south, Dolce Vita at Villa Marie
offers haute cuisine inspired by the sea with breathtaking views of the Baie de Pampelonne. Indulge in a
modern twist to classic Mediterranean flavors at La Vague d’Or, one of two restaurants at the luxurious
Résidence de la Pinède hotel.
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Beaches
The Côte d’Azur is renowned for its balmy climate and sometimes hot temperatures, so it should come
as no surprise that the coastline is famous for its beautiful blue waters and popular sunny beaches.

ST TROPEZ
The Plage de Pampelonne is legendary, and Le Club 55 is the place to be. Public stretches of sand
nestle between 27 private beach clubs.
STE MAXIME
Just a few minutes away from St. Tropez is the more relaxed Sainte-Maxime. It runs for 6.8 miles
along the Mediterranean coast and has 3.1 miles of sandy beaches. Easy to get to from Nice at the
heart of the French Riviera, as well as Cannes.
CAP D’AIL
Tucked in between Monaco and Beaulieu-sur-Mer, Cap D’ail hosts a necklace of fine beaches linked by
a coastal path. The high cliffs add a dramatic backdrop to the beaches, especially on the western end.
PLAGE DE LA GAROUPE - CAP D’ANTIBES
Nestled in a small cove on Cap d’Antibes, this silky-soft white sand beach features crystal clear waters and
a great deal of privacy during the summer. The beach’s rocky headland is great for snorkeling.
PLAGE DES MARINIÈRES - VILLEFRANCHE-SUR-MER
The entire beachfront is free and open to the public. Head over to Marinieres for a day of sun and
fun, or to Plage de l’Ange Gardien to take in the tranquil, glittering beauty of Ville-Sur-Mer.
PALOMA PLAGE, SAINT-JEAN-CAP-FERRAT
Surrounded by lush greenery, this east-facing beach offers panoramic views of the cliffs at Beaulieusur-Mer and Eze.
PLAGE DE L’AIGUILLE - THEOULE-SUR-MER
Part of the Parc de l’Aiguille, this sandy beach is widest of Plage de L’aiguille and has stunning views
of the azur sea and the coppery cliffs.
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Getting Around
The 90 miles from St Tropez to Menton is France’s “Gold Coast” or Cote D’Azur. The most convenient way
to access the region is to fly into the international airports in either Nice or Marseilles. The South of France
has an excellent rail system, so one could hop from town to town on local trains quite easily, and at a
reasonable expense. That said, to really explore all the riches of this region we recommend renting a car.
WIMCO can arrange for you to pick up your rental car at the airport, or we can arrange to have the car
delivered to your villa or hotel, and reserve car service from the airport to your villa or hotel, quoted at
market pricing.
With over 50 private villas listed along the coast, and relationships with a portfolio of intimate independent
hotels, WIMCO can partner with you to find the villa or hotel that best suits your specific needs and
interests. Our concierge team can take all of the hassle out of your vacation planning - arranging your
flights, train tickets or rental cars., pre-stocking your villa with food and wine, and suggesting points of
interest to visit. You are in good hands.
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